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The Inscrutable Question: The Love of God is Demonstrated to All through Christ, John 3:16; Joseph Dillow: The Heresy of Limited Atonement 
	Since Christ paid the ransom for our sins, the justice of God, without compromising divine integrity, imputes the righteousness of God to every believer at the moment of faith in Jesus Christ.

 Since God loves His own perfect righteousness wherever it is found, the believer now becomes the object of God’s personal love.
The true humanity of Jesus Christ bore the sins of the entire world.  He was qualified to die for our sins because He was sinless Himself, and, therefore, qualified to be our Substitute. 
The verb “to make” is the aorist active indicative from the Greek verb: poišw / poieo /: “to make;” “to cause;” “to bring about.”
There is a double accusative in this verse of the object and the predicate: Christ Who knew no sin was made sin.”  How?
God imputed all the sins of the human race—past, present, and future—to Christ.  The One Who knew no sin was made sin as a substitute for us.
This imputation meant that Jesus Christ was identified with our sins as in the case of the animals of the Levitical sacrifices.  This speaks of the Lord’s substitutionary atonement by which He became a willing sacrifice for all mankind.
John 1:29 - “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
	Therefore, the verb d…dwmi / didomi /, translated “gave” in John 3:16 means there are absolutely no strings attached and speaks of the grace of God through which the love of God is expressed.

Therefore, those who receive the gift through faith have eternal life with God.
John 3:16 - God demonstrated His unconditional love to the world in the following manner: He gave His uniquely born Son …
	monogen»j / monogenes / - A compound of two Greek words:
	mÒnoj plus genn£w / monos + gennao /: lit. “only born”
Monogen»j / monogenes / refers to something that is unique, the only example in its category.  It is used exclusively in the writings of the Apostle John to refer to the unique birth of Christ.
No one but Christ has both a divine and human nature; both a divine and human essence. This is the hypostatic union defined as follows:
Beginning with the incarnation of Jesus Christ, a human nature was inseparably united forever with the divine nature of Jesus Christ.  Yet the two natures remain distinct, whole, unchanged, without mixture or confusion, so that Jesus Christ is true humanity and undiminished deity in one person forever.
Therefore, in the person of the incarnate Christ are two natures, inseparably united without mixture or loss of separate identity, without loss or transfer of properties or attributes, the union being personal and eternal.
	No one but Christ can make the claim to have been born both spiritually and physically alive, free of a sinful nature, and minus the imputation of Adam’s original sin.

Consequently, the gift of Jesus Christ was the result of God’s unconditional love for the entire human race.
What is expressed next is a sub-final clause that expresses both the purpose and the result of the gift.  This clause is introduced by the conjunction:

	†na  / hina / - “for the purpose and with the result that”
John 3:16 - God demonstrated His unconditional and undiminished love to the world in the following manner: He gave His uniquely born Son for the purpose and with the result that …
Next comes the subject to which this action is directed, the nominative singular pronoun:
	p©j  / pas / - “everyone”
Please note who qualifies to participate in the purpose of God’s gift of His Son to the world: every member of the human race.
God demonstrated His love to the “world” for the purpose and with the result that “everyone” who believes might have eternal life:  kÒsmoj / kosmos /: “world” plus p©j / pas /: “everyone” equals Unlimited Atonement.
Verses such as this are replete throughout the New Testament, yet some denominations that developed following the Protestant Reformation came to subscrib to the false doctrine of Limited Atonement.
Unfortunately, John Calvin is credited with this heresy when in fact he was himself a proponent of Unlimited Atonement.
In an effort to restore Calvin’s reputation while documenting the biblical validity of Unlimited Atonement, let’s take a moment to examine the writings of:
Dillow, Joseph C.  The Reign of the Servant Kings: A Study of Eternal Security and the Final Significance of Man.  2d ed.  (Hayesville: Schoettle Publishing Co., 1992), 250, 261-63:

NOTE: Definition of “Assurance”:
Eternal security is a gift from God at salvation.  It is something every believer possesses forever.  Confidence in eternal life is not possessed by every believer.  We acquire confidence in our eternal life through Bible study.  This confidence to be sustained must be focused on Jesus Christ and the virtue of His work on the cross.  Thus, assurance is the confident realization that one possesses eternal life.
The Basis of Assurance
What is the basis of assurance according to Calvin?  Christ is the source of our assurance.  How?  It is on the basis of His atoning work.  We look for peace “solely in the anguish of Christ our Redeemer (Institutes of the Christian Religion).  We are to look to Christ who is the “pledge” of God’s love for us (Commentary, John 15:9).  When we look to Christ, He pledges eternal life to us (Commentary, John 17:17).  Unless we cling steadfastly to Christ, we will “vacillate continually.”  While acknowledging that the Scriptures call upon us to examine our lives, Calvin maintains that this is never to discern whether or not we are Christians:
When we so examine ourselves, it is not to see whether our holiness, our works, or the fruit of the Spirit in our lives warrant assurance of salvation.  Rather, it is to determine that such assurance rests on the proper foundation of God’s mercy in Christ.  … our feelings are an unreliable test of our standing with God.  Therefore, if we are to be sure of our salvation, we must always direct our gaze to Christ, in whose face we see the love of God for us fully displayed.  [Bell, M. Charles.  Calvin and Scottish Theology: The Doctrine of Assurance.  (Edinburgh: Handsel Press, 1985), 30.]
For Calvin the object of self-examination is not to see if we are saved but to be sure that we are trusting in Christ and not our works for our assurance.
However, Calvin’s successor at Geneva, Theodore Beza, departed from Calvin and grounded assurance in evidences of fruit in the life.  Beza’s starting point was his doctrine of limited atonement.  Calvin, according to R. T. Kendall, held to unlimited atonement.


