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The Inscrutable Question: Nicodemus’s Inquiry to Jesus & His Response: Eternal Life Results from a Second Birth, John 3:1-15
John 3:1 - Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus [ a member of the Sanhedrin, and elite theologian in Israel ], a ruler of the Jews. 
	Nicodemus looked on Jesus Christ as a teacher on a divine mission for God but not the Messiah.  The religious unbeliever had great difficulty comprehending the message of salvation by grace through faith alone in Christ alone. 

John 3:2 - This man came to Him by night [ to avoid being seen by his fellow Pharisees ] and said to Him, “Rabbi [ Teacher ], we know [ because as the theological elite we have shrewd discernment ] that you have come from God as a teacher, for no one can keep on doing these signs [ miracles ] that you do unless God is with him.  [ Jews are more impressed with signs whereas the Gentiles seek wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:22) ].”
2.	The purpose of the Lord’s miracles was to draw attention to His Gospel message.  Nicodemus was attracted by the miracles but did not understand the message.
v. 3 - Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you that unless one is born again [ genn£w ¥nwqen / gennao anothen: born from above ], he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
3.	Jesus presented the Gospel by introducing a second birth without which one may not enter into heaven.  This concept completely escaped a man whose life’s efforts concentrated on entering into heaven as a result of his works.  Nicodemus expresses this confusion when he asks the question found in:
v. 4 - Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?
4.	Without a human spirit Nicodemus cannot understand anything outside the rationales of human viewpoint.  He thus cannot orient to grace or discern anything spiritual.  This often leads to asking stupid questions.
v. 5 - Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you that unless one is born of water [ a description of the physical birth process where the breaking of the mother’s water indicates the delivery of biological life ] and (the) Spirit [ plus the baptism of Spirit the Holy Spirit which occurs at the second birth ], he cannot enter into the kingdom of God [ heaven ].
5.	Jesus Christ used the words, “water and the Spirit” to emphasize the fact that two births are required for a member of the human race to enter into eternal life.  He amplifies this in:
John 3:6 - “That which is born of the flesh [ human parents ] is flesh [ a corrupt and mortal body contaminated by the inherited sinful nature ]; and that which is born of the Holy Spirit [ regeneration ] is spirit [ the human spirit created at regeneration to which eternal life is imputed ].
6.	Our first birth provides us with a body of flesh and blood to which God imputes the soul.  However, there is no human spirit and no Holy Spirit.  In order to enter into heaven a human being must be trichotomous with body, soul, and human spirit.  From this emerges a principle of doctrine: no human spirit means no eternal life.  Therefore, eternal life is imputed to the human spirit at the moment of regeneration.  (Cp. 1 Corinthians 2:12)
v. 7 -	“Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’
7.	Nicodemus clearly understands that human life begins at physical birth.  Now he is forced by the Lord to consider that it is not physical birth but spiritual birth that results in eternal life and enables the believer to execute the spiritual life.
v. 8 -	“The wind blows where it wants, and you hear the sound of it, but you can’t tell where it comes from and where it is going. So is every one who is born of the Spirit.”
8.	The wind can be felt but not seen.  However, its presence can be observed by its effects upon the environment, but we cannot perceive it.  Likewise, spiritual birth can’t be seen but is as real as the wind and we can observe its presence by the effect it has on the life of the positive believer.
John 3:9 - Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can these things be?”
9.	Nicodemus is a smart theologian but he has no clue about what our Lord is saying.  He has mastered the Old Testament’s text but he does not understand its content.  The Lord admonishes him for his ignorance in: 
v. 10 - Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and you don’t understand these things?
The Lord phrases this question is such a way as to force this renowned theologian to realize that he is not as smart as he thinks he is. 
v. 11 - “Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak that which we know and testify to that which we have seen, and you receive not our witness.
11.	Jesus makes it clear that He and others have made the information known to any who would listen.  Nicodemus has heard their message but has rejected it.
v. 12 - “If I tell you of earthly things and you don’t believe, how shall you believe if I tell you of heavenly things?
v. 13 -	“And no man has ascended up to heaven [ Jesus Christ after the resurrection ], but He who came down from heaven, even the Son of Man [ a title emphasizing Christ’s humanity in the Incarnation ].
v. 14 -	“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up;
v. 15 that anyone who believes [ in Jesus Christ ] shall not perish but may in Him have eternal life.
	The Lord makes reference to an incident that occurred near the end of the first generation’s forty-year trek through the Jornada, recorded in Numbers 21:6-9.




