
Edward III 
Plantagenet 

(1312-1377) 

How the Illegitimate Issue of John of Gaunt Ascended to the Throne of England 

m. 

1329 

Philippa 
Hainault 

(1314-1369) 

Richard II 
Plantagenet 

(1367-1400) 

Edward 
Prince of Wales 

(1330-1376) 

John of Gaunt* 
Duke of Lancaster 

(1340-1399) 

John Beaufort 
Lancaster 

(1373-1410) 

Thomas Beaufort 
(1377-1426) 

John 

Lancaster 
(1404-1444) 

Margaret Beaufort 
Lancaster 

(1441-1509) 

m. 

1455 

Edmund Tudor 
Earl of Richmond 

(1430-1456) 

Henry VII 
Tudor 

(1457-1509) 

m. 

1396 

Catherine Swynford 
Duchess of Lancaster 

(1350-1403) 

m. 

1399 

Margaret Holland 

(1385-1439) 

Margaret Beauchamp 

(1406-1482) 

m. 

1439 

• * John’s first marriage was to Blanche, 

Duchess of Lancaster. At Richard II’s death, 

their oldest living son became King Henry IV 

(1366-1413).  During his second marriage to 

Constance of Castile, John had four illegitimate 

children with his mistress, Catherine Swynford 

(1350-1403): 

• John Beaufort, Earl of Somerset (1373-1410) 

• Henry Beaufort, Bishop of Winchester and 

Cardinal (1375-1447) 

• Thomas Beaufort, Duke of Exeter (1377-1427) 

• Joan Beaufort (1379-1440). 
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All monarchs of England and later of 

Great Britain, the United Kingdom, 

and the Commonwealth Realms from 

Henry IV onwards are descended from 

John of Gaunt. 
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