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Once we learn the mechanics of the Plan we will conclude
by noting a few examples of how the believer who knows
and understands the Plan is able to fulfill the Plan.

First of all we we will study the mandate to know the Plan,
then we will study the mandate to understand the Plan
and finally we will study the obligation to fulfill the Plan.
In so doing we will develop the mechanics of executing the

Christian way of life.
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I. EKnow the Plan:

A- The Divine Academy vs. the Cosmic Academy

1- The Scriptures are very clear that there are two
systems of thought which may be learned by the
human mind.

2- 'There is the curriculum which is found in the
Bible and is taught and understood through a
system of grace.

3- The content of its subject matter is absolute truth.

4- The second curriculum is developed by Satan
Himself and is taught and understood through a
system of delusion.

5- The content of its subject matter is the
unmitigated lie.

6- The delusion occurs because the lie is presented
as if it were truth and is camouflaged by
rhetorical and visual veils.

7- We call this the cosmic system and often refer to it
by its Latin equivalent: cosmos diabolicus. **
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The New Comintern

. -ast month I noted what a bizarre -
: movement American- atyle liber-’

alism has become Since then, the

* feminist-dominated conference on popu- -

“lation in Cairo brings us more evidence.

So, for that matter, does the Clinton
administration’s desire to install an anti-
American defrocked priest as president
of Haiti. This month I'll try to examine
in a little more detail the ideas that ani-
mate contemnporary liberalism. But first a
_few reflections on Cairo.

. According to-

the - Wall -Street

"Joumal’s ‘summary, Vice Premdent Gore

“chided the world” on the opening day of -~
‘the conference. What had the world done_ E

now? It was guilty of a "w1llful refusal to:
“take responmblhty for its populanon 2

_ growth ‘he said. What & silly man we do

- have as -vice president.-He never seems

" to suspect that the dire news his staff -

feeds him se:rvcs a pohucal end. Global
warming, did someone say? He will set
off down the corridors of power and
round up the votes to save the planet.
Another crisis averted! He’s the liberals’
pet wind-up pol. The conventional Beli-

put these signs of native restlessness in
the headlines, They know good Yankee
imperialism when they see it. The idea
that America mighi be less than popular
when it tries to foist the latest progres-
sive notions onto the world is something
that the New York Times, for one, will
play down.

resembles the Catholic Church, with

which it is ever more conspiceously at .

odds. It's the whole world that must be

reached—-before it’s too late. 1 realize
" that belief in a looming population crisis

antedates modern liberalism. By the
1950s, population was on the Ford
Foundation and Rockefeller family agen-
da, But this was more naiveté than ideol-
ogy. Gullible scieniists, World Bankers,
and liberal Republicans thought the
Malthusian calcnlus was reliable
(although it was refuted by British cen-
sus data while Malthus was still alive),

and guilt-edged heirs worried that the
hungry hordes might one day come
ashore at Montauk and Greenwich.

Y oday it’s all far more _id_eologic':_al.' :
'R Maost of those who have bothered

"o look at the data know that calo-

“crisis” is as remote and unreal as ever. Tt
is now more cynically viewed as an
opportunity: a pretext to break down tra-
ditional customs and mores; to fix up the
natives with condoms, spermicides, and
Jellies; to “empower” the women; and to
send Bella Abzug and Jane Fonda abroad
as missionaries for the American Way.
{All this talk about the lack of women’s
rights in the Third World is off target,
incidentally. It’s the very idea of rights,
for men or women, that still hasn't
caught on in most parts of the world. In
the resulting polities of power, women
are inevitably at the mercy of men.)

Here is a depressing change that we
should ponder. In the 1950s, '60s and
*70s, it was the Soviet Union that carried

the ball for the progressive cause,

way wisdom is good enough for him. [ -

_The notion that there may be such a
' thing as politicized science hasn't yet
‘crossed his mind. Wait, now there’s a’

; popuiatmn explosion?. Women's rights :

" being neglected in the Third World?
Another worldwide crisis! Off to Cairo
he goes, there to chide the world. -

The conference brought to mind a
couple of old left-wing phrases. “Ugly
American” was one. Another was
“Yankee imperizlism.” One or two del-
egates were even heard to mutter the
word “genocide.” But for obvious rea-
sons the American news media didn’t

Tom Bethell, The American Spectator’s
Washington correspondent, is a visiting
media fellow at the Hoover Institution.

i

bringing the good news of collectivism
unto the Third World and duly
enrolling converts in Moscow’s Patrice
Lumumba University. Now America is
the missionary, preaching a politics of
“change,” with a license to annihilate
imperfection. Under Clinton, we seek to
export the latest left-wing notions to the
world. Sen. Barbara Mikulski of
Maryland hoped that, if only the
Vatican hadn’t intervened, the confer-
ence would “plan the status of women
around the world.” The conference bore
the convenient “U.N." fig leaf, but this
increasingly disguises the goals of
American leftists.

An anti-Catholic ex-priest —‘Father
Aristide” as the New York Times so rev-
erently calls him—has become our

._'18
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. ries per capita are increasing and that the -

One thing this tells us is that modern- - )
day liberalism is driven by global ambi- -
“tion, The United States is a mere sliver
-of its concern. In that respect liberalism.
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" emissary. Exemplar of Democracy! At
odds with the Vatican, he's the soulmate
of every alienated intellectual who dis-
approves of the way Ged made the
world. As FDR said of Trujilio, he may
be a sonofabitch but he’s our sonofa-
bitch. I said above that Aristide is anti-
American, but Hillary Clinton could
make out a case that he’s pro-American,
and that U'm the one who's living in the
past. (8o get with the program! Your
country right or wrong, remember?)

he real complaint is not that
I world population is getting too
big, but that the rest of the world
is ignoring our antinatalist lead. Given
the increasingly skewed demographics,
with Third World growth masking our
shrinkage, it’s unlikely that the West will
be able to sustain its hegemony for more
than another generation. We are still rich
enough to buy countries with foreign aid,
and to propagandize our contraceptive
vision, but as we’re barely reproducing
ourselves that window of pedagogy will
inevitably close.
[t’s worth noting that the new
American emissaries and world-chiders
have become disenchanted with the idea

of economic development.. The evidence .
is by now: overwhelmlng that capttahsm :

brings not only prosperity but also some-"
thing close. to zero populatlon growth -

S wake. In ‘fact, the evidence is so
strong that the Vatican’s lack of enthusi-
asm for capitalism should be reexamined
in that light. Nonetheless, with the col-

‘largely lost interest in economic matters:

. Even'if capitalism does have the’ sxde

“effect of suppressing population, it’s st111
nat somethlng they want to preach to the
world They would rather go right to the -
business of setting up abortion clmtcs:"‘

and skip the capitalist phase. -

“Yeah, I've heard that ‘developmenl‘._-
is the: best contraceptwe for twenty
-_'years,” Al Gore said, when William
Safire reminded him that as nations get
ru:her families get smaller. Does one de-
tect a certain dlsenchantrnent in Gore s :

reply?

' he: problem is seen thts way: I
- Q- the rest of the world were to go -

 capitalist, its- people’ would end

| up consuming resources as avidly as we
do now, thereby accelerating the ruin of -
the ¢nvironment. We. can’t have them -

'_bulldozmg habltat drwmg amund on
: freeways, and living in air- condttloned_
apartments We can’t level up. Not with-
out: abandonmg our most chenshed_ § K

beltefs

The “overdeveloped,” rich’ countries will

“have to find ways o curb their wasteful’
consumptlon not encourage others 10
- emulate them.: No doubt this’ message
was long ago delivered to Gore & Co., .
_.'_but for public consumptlon it is rarely
- put 50 bluntly Ehrlich believes, mctden-f-
tally, that the present population “has = -
already exceeded Earth’s carrying capac- =
ity : o
o But the collapse of socxahsm also'--
: brought with it a more fundamental dis-
~“enchantment for the left, Since the
French- Revolunon, their hope has been-._
-~ that; once human institutions were re- .
fnrmedmln pamcular, once prwate prop-
“erty was abolished—human nature itself
" would be transformed. For a long time, -
then, the progressive vision, although
' 'utterly utopian-and improbable, was one
-of hope People. would be better in the
- future. Morally bupenorl This notion’
appears fully fledged in the writings of
William Godwin, Shelley’s father-in- -

u_

law, and can be traced through John

" Stuart Mill, Karl Marx, the Fabians,
lapse ‘of the socmllst v1510n, the left has -

Alfred Marshall, and on into the twenti-

'_ eth century. The Soviet Union and its -
satellites: became laboratories for its ful--:
 fillment. *
rise to the heights of an Aristotle, a

“The average human type will

Goethe or a Marx,” Trotsky wrote in
1923, *And above these heights new
peaks will rise.” One might say that this
vision imbued the left with hope from
1789 to 1989. New Soviet Man nonethe-
less failed to appear.

The left, which in its various guises
and disguises has for some reasen been
the predominant political force for
change for the last century or more,
thereby experienced a great setback and

disappointment. Not only did socialism -
- fail to produce the goods, it also-failed to -
" produce better. people.- 1t -is remarkable,
incidentally, how difficult it is to find
~anywhere in. print a candid acknowl-' ;
edgment of this dlsappnmtment which -

- Paul Ehrlich, doomsaytng ecolng1st at. .
: Stanford said the other day that the one
way to “gua.rantee the destruction of civi- E
-._hzanon would be to try to achieve equity . -
in rnatenai consumpnon globally by lev-

eling up consumptton from the bottom.”
'Oh, so that's it. We have to level down..

“must- be- widespread. But such an
*acknowledgment would also constitute a
- kind of defeat, ‘and the progressive forces
haven’t given up yet. In fact, they still
" seem 1o be as potent as ever, which is. -

remarkable in. view of their prolonged e
‘reign’ of error. Notice that President.

Clinton hasn’t hesifated 10 expend vast.

- political- capital: on. behalf of undermin-
-ing: traditional morahty, putting women -
~in combat expanding the role of the

state, and s0 on. No conservative politi-
‘cian—with the possible exception of
Margaret Thatcher—has worked half as
hard to shrink the state as Clinton has 10
expand it.

he Progresswe Forces. bear the .
Q. scars of their dtsappomtment '

nonetheless The great sea-~

. change is: that’ hope haa been replaced -
" by the predomm.mt emotion of disgust;. -
.~ Disgust with the human race that failed

o rise (o new. peaks, falled to evolve,.

_falled to transcend its: “selftshness

Oh, I know, they haven’t glven up on

- Te- educanon yet, and there are some.

poor souls who think that New

. Sensmve Male w:ll bea suitable’ stand- :
i for New Soviet Man, But there, too,
new. peaks will fail, to rise, and disap- -
pomtment awaity, Remembermg to say . -

*'she or he” and installing women in the - -

military will: not change the way we are o
_'made B

Mankmd’s dlsappomtmg fallure to

“evolve on schedule accounts for the
“great shift to environmentalism as the
~focal point of progressive aspiration,
'and for the new messianic zeal for -
: populatton control, ‘which is rather more.
. aggressive than the old, defensive strat-

‘agems of the Population Council. It also
explains the change from: the old
Scientific' Planning to' the new
Paganism—retrograde and Earth-wor-

:shipping. Perhaps this is- how the New

‘Age should be construed: If we are to be

denied a Utopian future. with' perfected : -

people, then let us go back to'a pre- .

- Edenic past with no people at all, If the
-human breed is to, persist in its greedy,

despoiling ways, then let Mother, Earth

not be sullied by it. Recall that in their :
_more extreme scenarios, some of the -
' populatlon controllers openly proclalm S
" that their goal is to reduce. the present. .
populannn of the world down to about . -
* half its size. Don't expect them to stop
there. O B
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8- Thus we have the Divine Academy of Grace
Instruction versus the Satanic Academy of
Cosmic Instruction. -

9- Every member of the human race matriculates in
one or the other of these academies of thought. 7= Jewr 7757
Toml &:31-32, 44 Z7ien 0
10- Our functions as students in either of these
academies is consistently defined in the Bible by
the verb:

REP LAALTE®D - \peripateo\

Literal: = To walk around; to walk; to go about;
to move along on foot; to advance by
steps; the gait of a biped in which the
feet are lifted alternately with one foot
not clear of the ground before the
other touches.

This literal process became a way of describing
one’s manner of life and thus we have the
following figurative use of the word:

Figurative: To pursue a course of action or a
way of life; behavior; personal
conduct; the status in which one
lives.

“There is a synonym of mepiratew which has a
military application:

OTOVYE® -  \stoichep\ To march under a

system of authority omr under a
principle of discipline.

- These two words are used in the New Testament to
describe the believer’s daily lifestyle based on his
enrollment in either the Grace or Cosmic Academy.

(End CWL-004. See CWL-005 for continuation of study at p. 41.)
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Stoicheo means to walk in line, or to keep step.
We see this word used in Galatians 5:

v25- Since we live by the Spirit let us
keep in step with the Holy Spirit.

All believers are required to march to the same cadence
and under the leadership of the same Drill Instructor:
the Holy Spirit.

Basic training is Bible class. This is where we learn the
commands, the orders, and the code of conduct.

Our life becomes so ordered that we fulfill the
command of Galatians 5:25 to “march in step with the
Holy Spirit.”

The verb peripateo appears in such passages as:
‘Romans 6:4 - Walk in newness of life ...

This is the first time peripateo is used in the New
Testament epistles and obviously refers to a way of
life.

Romans 8:4 - We do not walk according 1o
the flesh but according to the Holy Spirit.

The word for flesh—ocapE \serx\—indicates a
lifestyle which is dictated by the sinful nature by
means of its trends, lust pattern strengths, and
weaknesses.

The sin nature’s trends are toward either
lasciviousness or asceticism; its lust pattern is
motivated by a desire for power, approbation,
pleasure, murder, anger, money, et al.; its strengths
are expressions of human good and evil; and its
weaknesses are the commission of personal sins:
mental attitude, verbal, and overt.
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1 Corinthians 3:3 - Are you not carnal and
walk as the unbeliever?

The old English word “carnal” is used to translate the
word sarx: or flesh. It is another way to describe the
way of life practiced by the believer who is out of
fellowship due to unconfessed personal sin.

When a believer commits sins and fails to confess
them, or worse, refuses to acknowledge that he is
leading a life dictated by his sinful nature, then that
person imitates the lifestyle of the unbeliever. He
“walks” as an unbeliever.

1 Corinthians 7:17 - As the Lord assigned to
each one whom He elected as status in life,
so let him walk.

God has a perfect Plan for every believer. Through
Bible study each person identifies his place in that
Plan.

"It is the obligation of every believer to discern his

function igéthe Plan of God and then “walk” in that
status.

If you are a pastor, walk as a pastor; if you are a
businessman, walk as a businessman; if you are a
soldier, walk as a soldier; if you are a scientist, walk
as a scientist.

~Whatever you do, you are to conduct your daily

affairs from a Biblical inventory of ideas.

When you do, you will be “walking in newness of life”
and “by means of the Holy Spirit.”

~In order to achieve such a lifestyle it is first of all

required that you know the Plan. And knowing the
Plan starts with a knowledge of Jesus Christ.
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SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY

BIBLIOLOGY - STUDY OF THE CANNON OF SCRIPTURE.

THEOLGGY PROPER - STUDY OF GOD.
ANGELOLOGY - STUDY OF THE ANGELIC CREATION, ELECT AND FALLEN.

ANTHROFPOLOGY - STUDY OF MAN.
HAMARTIOLOGY - STUDY OF SIN.

SOTERIQLOGY - STUDY OF SALVATION.
ECCLESIQLOGY - STUDY OF THE CHURCH.
ESCHATOLOGY - STUDY OF PROPHECY.
CHRISTOLOGY - STUDY OF CHRIST.
PNEUMATOLOGY - STUDY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
SATANOLOGY - STUDY OF SATAN.
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@ Principles:

1- Spiritual birth demands a post-salvation spiritual
life.

2- Following salvation there is always a lag time
between our spiritual birth and the development
of a spiritual life,

3- Butjust as an unbeliever you had equal privilege
and equal opportunity to believe in Christ for
eternal life, so after salvation you have this same
equality to learn, understand, and execute the
Plan of God.

4- It is never too late to start; it is never too late to
begin taking advantage of your assets. If you are
alive, God has a purpose for your life.

5- The human soul will not believe the lie until it
first of all rejects truth.

6- The Apostle Peter discusses the two academies in
2 Peter 3:16-18 and indicates that each has its
own curriculum and subject matter.

B. Peter’s Evaluation of the Two Academies:

1- Peter concludes his second epistle with a critique
of Paul’s epistles in which he recommends them to
the serious student of the Plan.

-2 Peter 3:16 - As also in afl of Paul’s epistles,
speaking in them concerning these things
‘[advanced doctrines] some of which are
hard to understand. These docirines the
ignorant and unstable distort as they do the
rest of the Scriptures, to ftheir own
destfruction.
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PREFACE
(which every student should read with care)

Systematic Theology, the greatest of the sciences, has fallen upon
evil days Between the rejection and- ndlcule of it by the so-called pro-
gresswes and the neglect and abrldgment of it by the orthodox, it,asa. -
potent influence, is approaching the point of ‘extinction. It is a signifi-
cant fact that of the upwards of two score accredited and notable works
on Systematic Theology which have been produced in this and other
g countries, an exceedingly small portion is now in print and the demand |

for these works is negligible. The unchanging emphasis in the Scriptures .
upon doctrme, which subject is referred to in the New Testament more . -
than forty times and is that to which a Christian is to “take. heed”
(1 Tim. 1:3; 4:6, 16; 2 Tim. 3:10, 16; 4:2, 3), stands as a silent re-
buke, Whethef héedéd or not, to all 'modern' notidns which belittle the
importance .of Dogmatlc Theology, and also. stands as a correctlve to
‘those who neglect any portmn of it. ' : .

- Itisno secret that the average lmmster is not now readmg Systematrc -
' Theo]ogy, nor will such writings be found to occupy a prominent placeﬁ :
‘in his library. Shocking indeed this condition would have been to minis-
" ters of two generations ago-——men whose position ‘was respected in'their
‘day because of their deep knowledge of ‘the doctrinal portions of the
“Bible and whose spoken ministries and writings have gone far toward
the upbuilding of the Church of Christ.

The present situation is not one of passing moment. As well mlght a .
-medical doctor. discard ‘his books on anatomy and therapeutlcs as for .
‘the preacher to discard his books -on ‘Systematic Theology; and since
doctrine is the bone structure of the body of revealed truth, the neglect -
of it must result in a message characterized by uncertainties, inaccura- -
cies, and lfnmatunty What is the specific field of learning that distin-
guishes the ministerial profession if it is not the knowledge of the Bible
and its doctrmes? To the preacher is commltted a respons1b1hty of sur- -
'pa,ssmg import. Men of other professmns are tlrelESS in their attempts -
to discover the truths and to perfect themselves in the use of the forces

Q_ belon_gmg to their various callings, though these be in the restricted field
. v
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of material things. The preacher is called upon to deal w1th the thmgs '
of God, the supernatural and eternal. His service is different from all
‘others—different as to aims, different as to available forces and, of ne-
cessity, difierent as to adequate preparation. Few clergymen's libraries:
will include even one work on theology, but a medical doctor will as--
suredly possess a worthy work on anatomy. A form of modem thmkmg .
'tends to treat all matters of doctrme with contempt _

No substitute will ever be found for the knowledge of the Word of

God. ‘That ‘Word alone deals with things eternal and ‘infinite, and it -
" alone has power to convert the soul and to develop a .God-honofing spir-
itual life. There is a limitless yet hidden spiritual content within the
- Bible whlch contnbutes much to its supernatnral character. ‘This spir- o
Citual content is never dxscerned by the natural (Yvyikos), or unregen- -
‘erate man (1 Cor. 2:14), even though he has attained to the highest:
. degree of learning or ecclesiastical authority. The natural capacities of
the human ‘mind ‘do not function in the realm of spiritual things. The
“divine message-is presented “not in the words which man’s wisdom -
‘teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual things
with spiritua ” (1 Cor. 2:13), and the Spirit has been given to the re-
generate that they might “know the things that are freely given to us
of God.” When, on the ground of scholarship, unregenerate men have .
“been permitted to dictate to the church what she shall believe, she has
descended from her supernatural character to the level of 'a humanin-
stitution, and it is safe to conclude that men are unregenerate who deny :
‘the only ground upon which a soul may be saved,

- Acquiring the knowledge of the spiritual content of the B1b1e 1s a hfe'_ -
task The great preachers who have moved the hearts of men with di- -
"-vine power have been saturated with Bible truths secured through a
first-hand, daily study of its text, General facts of human learning may -
“be acqulred by -the usual means, but spiritual truths are apprehended
~only as taught to the individual heart by the Spirit.

No student of the Scriptures should be satisfied to traffic only in the
results of the study of other men. The field is inexhaustible and its treas-
ures ever new. No worthy astronomer limits his attention to the findings
of other men, but is himself ever gazing into the heavens both to verify
and to discover; and no worthy theologian will be satisfied alone with
the result of the research of other theologians, but will himself be ever
searching the Scriptures. However, a full-rounded introduction is
needed and a method of study must be established if either the astrono-
mer or the theologian expects to continue with ever increasing efficiency.
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only successful method of combating error is the positive declaration
of the truth of God. A Spirit-filled, truth-imparting preacher will have
little time or disposition to descend to mere controversy, but will give
out the supernaturally efficacious message of God, against which no
error can ever stand. _.
Whlle it is true that the Blble is the source of the matenal whlch o

o 'enters into Systematlc “Theology, it is equally true that the function of
N Systemanc Theology is to unfold the Bible. In its natural state, gold is
- often passed over by those with undiscerning eyes. L1kew15e, the treas-
“ures of divine truth are observed only by those who are trained to rec-

-~ ognize them. In his years of classroom discipline, the theological student

should be taken over the entire field of doctrine that he may be prepared
- to continue his research in ‘every portion of the Bible throughout his
ministry, being prepared to proceed intelligently in every phase of the

 divine revelation. Apart from such a complete introduction to doctrme .

no preacher wﬂl be able to hold truth in its rlght prOporuons nor can
it be assured that he or his auditors will not drift into the errors of un-

- scriptural cults, ‘or into modernistic unbelief. After ‘covering in a gen- . - :

- eral way the entire ‘field of his professmn the physician or lawyer may
-~ serve the pubhc as a specialist in some particular aspect of that profes- =
‘sion; ‘but the theologlan should not specialize in any department of the =
truth ‘Doctrinal faddists have been the cause of untold harm in'the
church and the only way of avoiding this danger, or that of securing
_preachers who will not be “tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine,”.
Cis'to prowde a required discipline in Systematic Theology which incor-
porates a complete consideration under a competent teacher of the es- .
“sentials of each doctrine with due recognition of the relation of each
-doctrine to every other doctrine. Rationalism has ever been seeking ad-
mission into the Christian church, but it found little welcome so long as
theological seminaries gave evep an abridged Systematic Theology its
rightful place. It is a short step indeed from the ignorance of doctrine
to the rejection and ridicule of it, and it can be safely stated that there
is no rejection of sound doctrine which is not based on ignorance.
While the seminary student needs as much today to major in Sys-
tematic Theology as ever, the trend, unfortunately, is to substitute
philosophy, psychology, and sociology for theology. This may be some-
what accounted for by the fact that Biblical doctrine is a revelation and
the substitutes are within the range of the thinking of the natural man.
In this age, as in no other, there is a specific message to be preached
to every creature and, while there are leadership men who are God’s gift
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from the Scriptures, does, nevertheless, draw its material from any and
every source. Again, Systematic Theology has been defined as the or-
derly arrangement of Christian doctrine; but as Christianity represents
only a mere fraction of the whole field of truth relative to the Person of
God and His universe, this definition is inadequate.

1. VARIOUS DEFINITIONS

Dr, W. Lindsay Alexander defines Systematic Theology as “the
science of God . . . a summary of religious truth scientifically ar-
ranged, or as a philosophical digest of all religious knowledge” (Biblical
Tkeology, 1, 1).

Dr. A. H. Strong defines Systematic Theology as “the science of God
and of the relations between God and the universe” (Systematic Theol-
gy, p. 1).

Dr. Charles Hodge declares Systematic Theology has for its object
“to systematize the facts of the Bible, and ascertain the principles or
general truths which those facts involve” (Systematic Theology, I,
18).

Dr. W, H. Griffith Thomas states: “Science is the technical expression
of the laws of nature; theology is the technical expression of the revela-
tion of God. It is the province of theology to examine all the spiritual
facts of revelation, to estimate their value, and to arrange them into a
body of teaching. Doctrine thus corresponds with the generalisations of
science” (Principles of Theology, p. 3xi).

Dr. W. G. T. Shedd defines Systematic Theology as ““a science that is
concerned with both the Infinite and the Finite, with both God and
the Universe. The material, therefore, which it includes is vaster than
that of any other science. It is also the most necessary of all sciences”

(Dogmatic Theology, I, 16).

Augustine denotes Theology to be “rational discussion respecting
the deity” (Shedd, ibid., p. 18).

" The following deﬁmtlon is submitted by the author Sy_stematlc ‘The-

.ology may be defined as the collecting; scientifically arranging, compar- "
. ing, exhibiting, and defending of all facts from any and every source

concerning God and His works. It is thetic in that it follows a humanly
devised thesis form and presents and verifies truth as fruth.

IV. STUDENTS OF THEOLOGY

The individual who engages in the pursuit of the science of Systematic
Theology is properly a @eohdyos (Theologos) or ‘theologian.” Should
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the Greek term @eoAdyos be used actively as indicated by its accent,
it would denote one who speaks for God, but should it be used passively
it would refer to one to whom God speaks. That both of these concep-
tions inhere in the accepted use of the term theologian is obvious. How-
ever, of necessity, certain requirements are laid upon the theologian and
certain qualifications must be found in him if he is to make any worthy
progress in the task committed to him.

V. ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS

1, THE INSPIRATION AND AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES ARE Ag-
sUMED, Though as an apologist the theologian may be called upon, as
occasion may demand, to defend specific truths which belong to the
domain of his distinctive science, and though among the doctrines which
he defends is that of the authority and trustworthiness of the Sacred
Writings, he is not primarily engaged with the critical task of proving
the inspiration and divine character of the Scriptures, but rather in
arranging and exhibiting the positive truth the inspired Scriptures set
forth. The Bible being the chief source of all the material which enters
into his science, the theologian is called upon to arrange the God-given
material in its logical and scientific order. He is a Biblicist namely, one -

who not only regards the ‘Bible as the sole rule of faith and practice, -

but as the only dependable source of information in realms wherein di-

nging, compar-

d every SQUICE .
ows a humanly
ith.

¢ of Systematic
slogian.” Should

“vine revelation speaks. As a chemist will make no advance in his science

if he doubts or rejects the essential character of the elements which he
compounds, so a theologian must fail who does not accept the trustworthi-
ness of the Word of God. Tt is the work of the reverent critic to discover
and defend the essential character of the divine revelation; but to the
theologian ‘is committed the task -of systematizing and declaring that

~divine revelation as it is given,

Because of the fact that the science of Systematic Theology must
proceed upon the certitude that the Scriptures are the Oracles of God,
this modern, rationalistic age with its doubts as to verbal inspiration,
revelation, and Biblical authority, is not concerned with the science of
Systematic Theology and is even turning from it with contempt. Grant-
ing the fact of the divine revelation, the science of Systematic Theology
is both possible and required, and at once is discovered to exceed all
uther sciences as the Creator exceeds His creation.

2. Tue Laws or METHODOLOGY ARE AS ESSENTIAL IN THE SCIENCE
vy SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY A8 IN ANY OtiEer Science. The theologian
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church has preserved nothing of spiritual value, nor have her traditions
added any vital element to that now preserved by God in the Holy
Scriptures. Truth did have its saving and sanctifying power in the early
church before any word of the New Testament was written, but the
saving and sanctifying truth was incorporated into the Bible and, be-
yond this, the traditions of Rome accomplish nothing but multiplied
errors and misleading contradictions.

The theologian is here confronted with the fact and scope of #radi-
tion. He should examine the Scriptures on this point with care {2 Thess.
2:15; 3:6; Gal. 1:14), and remember that Christ came into the world
at a time when the Word of God was encrusted with the “traditions of
men” to the point that the authority of God was, to a large degree, an-
nulled. Christ disregarded the traditions of men and for this was con-
demned by the religious leaders of His day.

4. THE OrTHODOX PROTESTANT FarTH. Certain well-defined articles
of faith concerning the Scriptures have been and are held by the ortho-
dox Protestants:

a. The Bible is the infallible Word of God.

b. The Bible is the only rule of faith and practice.

¢. Human reason and knowledge should be wholly subject to the
Scriptures.

d. There is no inner light or added revelation ever given beyond what
is contained in the Bible. The ungoverned character and danger of the
doctrine of individual divine revelation, being without standards by
which to test various claims, is obvious; and its susceptibility to gross
error is demonstrated on every hand by the claims of those who hold
these views. The Spirit does guide the individual in matters of conduct
and service, but not in the formulating of doctrine which might be super-
imposed upon the Word of God.

e. No authority relative to the forming of truth has ever been com-
mitted to the church or to men beyond that given to the New Testament
writers.

]

| VIL. THE\MAJOR DIVISIONS OF SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY =~

1. 'BIB.LIO.LOG‘Y_; ‘A consideration of the essential facts concerning the
Bible. _ :

2. THEOLOGY PROPER. A consideration of the facts concerning God
—Father, Son, and Spirit, apart from their works.

3. ANGELOLOGY. A consideration of the facts concerning the angels,
unfallen and fallen.
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4. ANTHROPOLOGY. A consideration of the facts concerning man.
'S, SOTERIOLOGY. A consideration of the facts concerning salvation.
" 6. EcCLESIOLOGY. A consideration of the facts concerning the Church.
7. EscuatoLocY. A consideration of all in the Scripture which was
predictive at the time it was written.
8. CHRISTOLOGY. A consideration of all the Scripture concerning the
Lord Jesus Christ. =
‘9. PNEUMATOLOGY. A consideration of the Scriptures concerning the

Holy Spirit. 4400 Gy ~ S/M/.

10. -DeeTRIMbSU-MMﬁRIzﬁ—'Heﬁ. An ‘analysis of each major doctrine
in its individual character including various important tenets which,
because of their independent character, do not appear even in an un-

abridged treatment of Systematic Theology.
/- gS-f?TJ??‘-’@LGGV ~ S G THE f;ﬂzéﬁ//ﬁ/&.&ﬂ‘

CONCLUSION ‘

The study of Systematic Theology has its limitations because of the
incapacities of the finite mind; yet its study is both profitable and neces-
sary for all who would be filled with the knowledge of God and His will,
and who, because of that knowledge, would walk worthy of the Lord,
Human thought has no objective comparable to the Person of God. As
John Dick has said (Lectures on Theology, p. 6): “To know this mighty
Being, as far as he may be known, is the noblest aim of the human under-
standing; to love him, the most worthy exercise of our affections; and
to serve him the most honourable and delightful purpose to which we
can devote our time and talents.”

In his address to theological students, Dr. Dick states (ibid., p. 7):

Theology is not one of those recondite subjects, which it is left to the curious
to investigate, and in the contemplation of which, speculative and reflecting
men may spend their hours of leisure and solitude, Tts claim to universal at-
tention is manifest from the succinct account which has now been given of its
nature. Its instructions are addressed to persons of every description, to the
learned, and to the unlearned, to the retired student, and him who is engaged
in the bustling scenes of life. It is interesting to all, as furnishing the knowledge
of God, and his Son, which is the source of eternal life. But in your case, there
is a particujar reason, besides a regard to your personal welfare, why it should
not only engage a share of your thoughts, but be made the principal object of
your inquiries. Theology is your profession, as medicine, is that of a physician,
and law of a barrisiar. It should be your ambition to excel in it, not, however,
from the same motives which stimulate the diligence of the men of other pro-
fessions, the desire of fame, or the prospect of gain, but with a view to the
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Peter here refers to believers who refuse to adjust
to the Plan of God.

There may be many reasons but the end result is
that in order to force the Bible to comply with
their own desires, they must distort it. *

" CELF- Dfrzzuc??ox/ ”

.-'_'-Because they rejected truth they are ignorant of

truth and thus become unstable in their decision
making and problem solving.

- Thus poor decisions from a position of weakness

results in their own self-destruction.

- The ability to avoid this self-destruction is

developed from a knowledge of the Scriptures.

2 Pefer 3:17 - You, therefore, beloved, since

you know in advance, be alert that you
may hot be carried away by the deception
of unprincipled persons and dirift off course
from your very own support system. v~

Here we see Peter addressing believers who have
made some progress in the Plan by acquiring an
inventory of doctrine in their streams of
consciousness.

" He warns them to be alert to those who would

deceive them by distorting doctrine.

- He calls them “unprincipled persons” thus

referring to the faculty of the Cosmic Academy or
to its graduates.

When a believer rejects truth, he will
simultaneously believe the lie. -

~When a believer begins to replace his inventory

of doctrine with an inventory of lies, his decision
making and problem solving become distorted.

//ywﬁ;’./‘[!/z-?//f} F O /99§// /7, & AR D
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~When this occurs, that person is said by Peter to

“drift off course from his very own support
system.”

This is a nautical metaphor used by Peter. When
a captain plots a course he must obey the systems
of navigation. He must recognize longitude,
latitude, allow for wind or lack of it, orient to the
proper stars, and thus move toward his objective.

An arrogant captain declares that he knows
the way to his destination and doesn’t need the
assistance of any system of navigation.

Or he may be deceived by unstable men who
claim they know a better way to plot a course and
convince him to follow their flawed system.

Such a captain will stray off course because he
fails to rely on the proven support system, in this
case the laws of navigation.

Unfortunately, there are believers who know

doctrine but who for many reasons decide that
another system of decision making and problem
solving is superior. -

They enter into a distorted lifestyle, acquire the
thinking of unprincipled people, and stray off the
course of grace.

Such individuals self-destruct. :

In the spiritual life, to drift of course from grace
refers to a failure to utilize the divinely provided
support system.

‘God’s navigational system for the Christian way

of life consists of the Filling of the Holy Spirit,
utilization of the Grace Apparatus for Perception,
and dependence upon the 10 problem-solving
devices.
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16- Those who fail or refuse to use this system will be
casualties in the Angelic Conflict and are losers in
the Christian way of life.

17- The Scripture characterizes the Christian loser on
several occasions:

‘Galatians 5:4 -  You who are trying fo be
justified by the Law have been alienated
from Christ, you have diiffed off course from
grace [withdrawn from the Grace Academyi.

- Hebrews 12:15 - See fo if that no one
comes short of the grace of God and that
no root of bitterness springing up causes
frouble and by your frouble, others are hurt,

James 1:8 - A double-minded man s
unstable in alt his ways,

2 Peter2:7 - Abraham rescued righteous
Lot, oppressed [stress in the soul caused by
outside adversity] by the homosexual
_ conduct of unprincipled men [Gen 19:5]
A-/’F  yg- (for by what he [lof] saw and
i heard [outside adversity], as a righteous
man [a believer with etemal security although
in reversionism], living among them [law of
volitional responsibility], felt his righteous soul
formented [internal stress due to selif-
righteous indignation] day after day [no
reversion recovery] with their lawless deeds
[public homosexual behavior]),

ve- However, the Lord knows how tfo
rescue the spiritual man from testing [Jesus
Christ controls history on behalf of the Pivot]
and to keep the unrighteous under
punishmenft [divine judgment in time] for the
day of judgment [the Great White Throne],
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vi10- and especially those  whose:
indulgence [ropsvopar \poreuomai\: fo
proceed in a way of life; to engage in a
lifestyle] of the flesh [old sin nature’s conirol of
the soul produces a status of
camgalityl—lifestyle of carnality—results in - .a
lustful PemOuvpia \epithumial: the lust
paitern of the sin nature] process of
defilement [praocpog \miasmos\: the
process of defilement, i.e., behavior] and
despise authority [xkata¢d¢povew
\kataphroneo\: to habitually look. down
upon with contempt]l—and always reject the
divine institutions as inconsequential..

Reveldation 3:15 - | [Jesus Chiistf] know
your accomplishments, that you are neither
cold [you are not unbelievers] nor hot [you
are not positive believers]; would that you
were cold or hot [if cold, then faith in Christ
would solve their problem; if hot, then Biblical
problem-solving devices wouild be available
for application].

vi1é- ‘“Therefore, because you are
lukewarm [believers who are enrolled in the
Satanic Academy of Cosmic Instruction], in
fact neither hot [positive believers] nor cold
[unbelievers], | am about 10 vomit you out of
My mouth [administration of the sin unfo
death].”

1 Timothy 1:19 - . Having and holding the
content of faith and a good conscience
[truth circulating in the stream of
consciousness] which some have pushed
aside [rejection of fruth by believers], in fact,
they have become shipwrecked
concerning their faith [poor navigation takes
them off course from grace].
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1 Corinthians 3:1- And |, brethren
[adeAdog \adelphos\: brothers; fellow
believers], could not speak to vou as to
spiritual men, but as to men of flesh
[oapxivog \sarkinos\: motivated by the sin
nature’s confrol of the soul due to ignorance
of truth], as babes in Christ [new believers
with a low doctrinal inventory].

v2- | gave you milk to drink [basic
docfrines dealing with the foundational
principles of Christianity], not solid food
[advance doctrines of spiritual adulthood]; for
you were not yet able to metabolize it [not
a large enough inventory in the stream of
consciousness to understand]. Indeed, even
now you are not yet able [haven't yet
metabolized the basics],

v3- for you are still fleshly [motivated by
the desires of the sin nature]. For since there
is jealousy and strife among you [outside
adversity from people-testing has stimulated
the emotional complex of sins to produce
infemail stress], are you not fleshly [oapkivog
\sarkinos\], and are you not waiking like
mere men [kepuratew \peripateo\:
executing the lifestyle of the unbeliever]?

Philippians 3:18 - - Many believers walk
[repurartew \peripateo\: executing the
lifestyle of the unbeliever] of whom | have
often told you and now tell you even
weeping, fhey are enemies of the cross of
Christ,

. _ DESTIN
v 19 - whose end [the result of their
lifestyie] is destruction [self-destruction due to
rejection of fruth], whose YS&'is thelr
appetite [emotions], and whose glory is their
shame [h6 T€Wards], who set their minds on
earthly things [misplaced priorities]. desrerarios
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Z>, James 4:4 - Do you not know that

friendship with the world [priority emphasis
on inconsequential things which are typical of
the unbeliever] is hostility toward God [He is
placed in a low priority position]. Therefore,
whoever wishes 1o be a friend of the world
makes himself an enemy of God.

James 1:23 - If anyone is a hearer of the
Word [aftends Bible class and listens to the
message] and not a doer [refuses to take
advantages of the assets imputed to him for
application], he is like a person who looks at
his natural face in the mirror [the Scripture
reveals his failures]

v24 - foronce he haslooked at himself
he goes away, he has immediately
forgotten what kind of a person he was [no
orientation of self regarding corrective
instruction of Biblical truth].

2John 8- Look out for yourselves [the
only way to do this is to know enough
doctrine to redlize when you are off course]
so that you may not loose your momentum
[enter into reversionism], but that you may
receive a full reward [divine blessings for
both fime and etemity].

ve- No one who keeps on advancing
out of bounds and does not remain on the
playing field through the doctrine of Christ
[Divine Academy of Grace Instruction] has
fellowship with God; the one who remains
on the playing field [Grace Academy] has
fellowship with both the Father and the
sSon.
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From these passages it becomes clear that the believer
in Jesus Christ can and does fail through personal sin
and involvement with the activities commonly
associated with the lifestyle of the unbeliever.

It also becomes obvious that although you cannot loose
your salvation, you certainly can be the recipient of
divine discipline and miss out on divine blessings.

It is also apparent that if the believer utilizes the assets

granted him in grace at salvation, he can begin to
learn the process of executing the Christian way of life. -

Three of these assets thus become very important if the

new believer is going to make meaningful progress and
become an efficient doer of the Word.

The three indispensable assets are:

~1- The Filling of the Holy Spirit. Accomplished by

confession alone to God alone of one’s personal
sing. This does three things:
a) Cleanses the soul of all sin (7 John 1:9)
b) Restores to fellowship inside the divine
power system (I John 1:5-8)
¢) Reestablishes the Holy Spiritin control of
the soul (Gal 5:25)

2- The Grace Apparatus for Perception. Explained
in detail in the ’89 Basics, this is the system

provided by God by which the human mind can
understand His infinite thought. As truth is
learned, the Holy Spirit stores it into the

division of the soul known in Scripture as

the heart. We have subsequently researched
biblical passages dealing with the heart and have
established that it contains seven compartments
which we have classified as the stream of
consciousness.

(End CWL-005. See CWL-006 for continuation of study at p. 51.)
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- 3- Biblical Problem-Solving Devices. Problems are
inevitable in life. The only real solutions to them

liein an understanding of biblical principles. Ten
major areas of divine thought take care of
virtually all the problems of human life. Once
they are memorized and applied, the believer is
able to take control of his life by utilizing them
under pressure.

- These three assets--F/HS + GAP + PSDs-- are options
which produce the Christian way of life. -

“But as long as they remain options they are powerless

to resolve the issues encountered in life.

Just as physical attributes are perfected through
practice, so also these spiritual assets are perfected
through consistency of use.

Thus to learn of these three assets is not enough. You
must use them and do so daily.

As the hands, legs, and body can be developed through

training to develop physical skills, so these three assets
can be developed into spiritual skills.

The more the believer uses these skills the more adept

he becomes at problem solving.

The ability to maintain consistent tranquility of soul on
a day-to-day basis ultimately results in the execution of
the Christian way of life.

In fact, we can note a formula which demonstrates this
principle:

F/HS + GAP + PSDs = CWL

The Christian who becomes skillful in the use of these
assets will fulfill the plan of God for his life.
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15- The Filling of the Holy Splrlt is the power source for
learning the plan of God.

16-' The Grace Apparatus for Perceptlon is the power
system for learning the plan. .

17- The 10 Problem-Solving Devices form the power
inventory which defends the soul against outside
adversity. =

18- This grace operation prevents the believer from drifting
off course from grace.

19- Once salvation occurs, God imputes all the attributes of
this system to every believer.

20- Therefore, if you wonder what you as a believer are to
do after salvation, this is it.

21- In fact the next verse of 2 Peter is a command for the
believer to use his assets in order to grow in grace.

22-- Verse 16 tells us that when the doctrines of Scripture
are distorted it results in the destruction of those who
believe these distortions.

23- Verse 17 exhorts the believer who has learned Biblical
principles to be ever alert against those distortions of
truth.

24- 1If you let down your guard, the false doctrine taught
by these unprincipled persons will cause you to drift off
course from this grace support system.

25-- And so in verse 18 we have the command which, if
obeyed, will protect the believer from this deception.

26- The verse begins with an adversative conjunction: -

08¢ - \de\ “But.” Emphasizes the contrast between the

believer who drifts off course and the one who
utilizes his support system. .
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The first duty and the “order of the day” every day for the
Christian soldier is revealed in the first verb of this verse. It
is the present active imperative of:

VEavm - \auxano\ “keep on growing”

- pres - Durative; an action which began in the past
and continues into the present. The past
action is positive volition to truth and that
status has continued to the present. This is
the key to progress in learning the plan of
God. You cannot learn how to execute the
Christian way of life overnight. Itis a day-
by-day process. The command is therefore
for the believer to be persistent in his
attendance at Bible class and in the
utilization of the first two spiritual skills: the
Filling of the Holy Spirit and GAP.

~act - The positive believer produces the action by
| his use of rebound, attendance at Bible
class, and positive response to the message
communicated.

imp - Command; all imperative moods serve as a
challenge to the individual believer’s
volition. He is either free to accept or reject

j% . thedivine mandate. -
- )13 A "Coprtutdud 70 GLow "
4 _/ / 1- People who are anti-authority fail to realize that
@ when someone gives them a command it permits

them the opportunity to exercise their freedom.

2- The command to “keep on growing” expresses
God’s desire that the believer use his divine assets
to learn the Christian way of life and then live it.

3-  The believer may respond to this command either
positively or negatively. -
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- If he responds negatively, he will “drift off course

from grace” and engage in self-destruction due to
ignorance of the plan.

- This is the Law of Volitional Responsibility. God

commands us to use assets which He imputed to
us at salvation in order to learn His plan. v

He never commands us to do something we are
not capable of doing.

" His assets are sufficient to lead us to a clear

understanding of His plan and to enable us to
execute the Christian way of life.

Failure of the believer to respond means he must
take the responsibility for his own decisions.

~God does not permit human ideas, human

energy, and human rationales to successfully
solve the problems of the Angelic Conflict.

Therefore, those who reject divine mandates are
certainly free to do so but they become losers and
failures because of it. -

God cannot help them until they recognize their
error, confess it to Him, and then respond
positively to the mandates. .

Any believer who responds positively to the

command to “keep on growing” will acquire a
knowledge of the truth and he will be blessed
as a result.

This command, because of the durative present
tense requires that positive response to be a daily
oceurrence.

Further, the believer produces the action from his
own volitional motivation to comply.
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15- The major problem which arises after a person
believes in Christ for salvation is that heis
completely ignorant of any biblical mandates. -

16- It is therefore imperative for him to get into a
local church which can accurately teach the
Seriptures. |

17- If there is an extended lag time between
salvation and growth, then this believer is
jeopardized by his susceptibility to the doctrines of
the Cosmic Academy. #
S-0003 A4 U HRPOGAT ShitiS T
R- 1023 & 18- Ignorant of the detaﬂs he fails to understand

@ that if he is born again, this spiritual birth

demands a spiritual life.

19- Whenever a baby is born, he has an innate desire
for milk. He can not ask for it nor can he describe
it. He doesn’t even understand why he wants it.
But he searches for it and, when he finds it, he
knows it, and it satisfies his hunger. -

0- Such is also true of the new believer who
experiences the spiritual birth at salvation. He
has a desire for knowledge. He doesn’t know
exactly where to go to find it but when he finds it,
he knows it, and it satisfies his spiritual hunger.

21- This idea is expressed by Peter in: -

1 Peter 2.2 - like newborn babies desire
the unadulterated milk of the word
[accurate teaching of the Bible] in order that
you may giow up as o result of your
salvation.

22- A new believer must enter the classroom of the
local church and begin to nurture his soul on the

milk of the Word--fundamental doctrines which
we have examined in the 89 Basics.
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icture this: You turn on the TV and.
see a young man sitting in his liv-
ing room, talking. Suddenly, his
body stiffens and he has difficulty
speaking. The air has grown coo),
he says, and something strange 1s

passing through his body. He lifts”

his shirt. Scratches appear on his
stomach, cozing blood. Your own skin be?,
gins to ¢crawl as you wonder if he is under
attack—from something unseen.
Must be the latest installment of The

X-Files, vight? Wrong. It's a scene from the ©

recent “Heartland Ghost” segment of the
syndicated newsmagazine Sightings, and
what you are watching is rea}—or at least
it appears that way. “It’'s 20/20 meets The
Twilight Zone,” says executive producer
Ann Daniel. “What we're trying to do is
look at the world of the paranormal in an

i6

772";59{ TFHTEed

‘el &

investigative way. .. within the context of £

the realm of possibility.”

Welcomme to TV's hottest trend:reality-
based programming targeting urireality.
In the latest manifestation of the tube's

‘fascination with the supematural, Sight-

“¢ngs and othier reality shows have adopted -
-The X-Files’-spooky dictum, *The Truth -
Is Out There.” The result: a slew of series =

and specials featuring “true” stories of en-.

counters with UFOs, long-dead spirits, = '
psychic detectives, legendary mornsters, .
-and just about anything that might possi--
- bly go bump in the night. EERERERR
“* The Extruordinary, a new syndicated -
‘series hosted by Corbin Bemsen, mixes "
‘tales of otherworldly phenomena with -
‘celebrities relating their encounters with .
ghosts and spirits. The Other Side, a new
daytime talk show on NBC, features Dr."’
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A ghostly effect from “The Extra-
ordinary” (opposite). A werewolf
from “The Unexplained: Witches,
Werewolves & Vampires.. Are
They Reai?” (above). Grave
goings-on in “The X-Files” (right).

Will Miller of Nick at Nite's Why We Watch
spots, querying guests on such topics as
love from beyond the grave. Fox's En-
counters: The Hidden Truth, which inves-
tigates strange goings-on, retumed this
month after a limited run last suminer. Un-

e -

* 17 ¥ *This I say therefore, and 5af-

- Geitiles also walk,
-+ of their mind,

firm together with the Lord, btha’
. You walk no longer just as the

in the Cfutility//O’TD(K a’?’fz <

-_" 18 being *darkened jn their - un-

" derstanding,

10&bexcluded © from

. the Ulife of God, because'of the
“- ‘gnorance that is in them, because
. of the dhardness of their heart; @i KO(? Sc‘f&

19 and they, having

*become .cal..

lous, ®have given themselves over

to “sensuality, ofor the practice of

every, kind of impurity with greedi-
L . i

ness, -

20 But you did not‘*leam“‘?Christl

this way, S
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A ghostly effect from *The Extra-
ordinary” (opposite). A werewoif
from “The Unexplained: Witches,
Werewolves & Vampires.. Are
They Real?” (above). Grave
goings-on in “The X-Files” (right).

: Will Miller of Nick at Nite’s Why We Watch

| -spots, querying guests on such topics as™
love froin beyond the grave. Fox's £n-
counters: The Hidden Truth, which inves- -

tigates strange goings-on, returned this

Forsaking stakes
and garlic for video-
cameras, a rash of
reality-based shows

probe the supernatural

By MARK NOLLINGER

“solved Mysteries recently inaugurated its
" ‘seventh season oni NBC with a one-hour
- ‘episode on “The Mysteries of the After-
. Iife.” Next Sunday (Oct. 30), TBS presents

an edition of National Geographic Explor-
er chronicling the work of ghostbusters
at a New Orleans mansion. Earlier this

mcmth PBS welghed in with an episode -

. of The American Fx-

« perience titled “Tele- .

grams from the Dead,”

Ty King hosted a TNT
government is hiding

— atopic explored by
the syndicated news-
magazine The Crusad-
ers in its season pre-
niere.
But when it comes
~ta ‘paranormal pro-

the Golden Tombstone

‘award. In addition to
the shows mentioned

Beings.” There's more

‘last season’s hit, “An-

teries of the Psychic Mind.”

17

‘a scholarly examina- -
~tion of 19th-century: .
spiritualism, while Lar- -

. look inta whether the -

evidence about UFOs

gramming, NBC wins

above, the nefwork this
season has already air-+ -
ced *Mysteries of the ©
Benmuda Triangle” and -
a special edition of U~
d - solved Mysteries titled -
“Mysteries ‘of Alien -

5 gels II" turns up next -
% .Sunday (Oct. 30) with -
Stefanie Powers host- -
# ing. This Sunday (Oct.
% 23) brings “The Unex- _
-plained: Witches, Werewolves & Vampires -
.;Are They Real?” Due this winter is “An- .
-cient Prophecies I,” featuring predictions
from Nostradamus and company, as well
- as an Unsolved Mysteries SpECla.l on “Mys—' .
month aftera h.mlt.ed run last summer. Un-:| :

.coming. The sequel to




 Heed this Warning

More than a balf-century later,

TV taps Welles' scary idea one more time
CBS isn't taking any chances that history will repeat itself
next Sunday. Every 15 minutes during “Without Warning”
(Oct. 30, 9 PM/ET)}—a movie that uses real news anchors,
real scientists, and a real congressman to fool viewers
into thinking huge meteors are on a collision course with
Earth—this message will flash across the screen: “ ‘Without
Warning' is a realistic depiction of fictional events. None
of what you are seeing is actually happening.”

Why woity? Because the same gimmick—interrupting
aregular program with news bulletins—caused wide-
spread panic exactly 56 years ago to the day, when Orson
Welles broadcast his “War of the Worlds” on radio. As
preposterous as it might seerm, people actually believed
that Martians had landed in New Jersey. Former network
news anchor Sander Vanocur figures someone somewhere

Wees

- cuitoral trends.” Those trends are seen in -
" various national surveys indicating that'
- tens of millions of Amercans believe in”
- - everything from reincarnation to ESP.to
. UFQs. Over the last year, tomes on celes-

will flip to “Without Warning” and think i 1ts real, too. "I’m

Until recently, TV had largely trea.tecl
the paranormal as a plot device, ranging
from the eerie Cold War morality plays of
The Twilight Zone to fish-out-of-water
sitcoms like Bewitched, Mork & Mimiy,
and Alf. So why the rash of interest in al-

legedly real-life tales from the crypt? -

- “TV is both a shaper and a reflector,”
says The Other Side's Mijler, “but first it
reflects. The motivation is to respond to

tial bodies (4 Book of Angels), near-death

. experiences (Embraced by the Light),

and New Age spirituality (The Celestine

Prophecy) have dominated the New York -
Temes bestselier list. At least seven differ- -

ent infomercials urge viewers to seek psy-

chic advice by phone at $3.99 a minute, .

according to the Jordan Whitney Green-

sheet, an industry publication. The Psy-
chic Friends Network, hosted by Dionne :

18

. CRNG BLANKIWHORN CBS

Warwtck, has logged more than four mJI- 3

‘lion calls, claims network founder Linda

Georgian.

- “There’s an exploding fascination W’lﬂ'l. :
anything science can’t explain,” Miller -

says. Adds Sightings producer Daniel:
“What we are dealing with are the ultimate
mysteries: what's in the dark closet, what's
under the bed, and what’s out there that
none of us knows or understands yet?”

... The Extraordinary’s. co-executive pro-
ducer Peter Brennan, a seasoned tabloid

journatist who developed A Current Af-.
Jair, says his show-—which airs around -
‘the world—strikes a universal chord. “It -

doesn’t matter if you're American or Aus-

-tralian, rich or poor, Hindu or Catholic,” .
‘says Brennan., “'I‘haearequa;uonsweall B

_have The American version makes liber-
al use of atimospheric reenactments in tell-

| ing stories ranging from a man who may

have been scared to death by an encounter

| with a woman he said was a witch, to ce-

lebrities like Angie Dickinson recounting

a near-death experience. *I don't see this

TV GUIDE OCTOBER 22, £964
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playing myseif, and I can't even wink at
the audience and let thera know I'm

pulling their leg,” says Vanocur, wholibe
joined by news vets Bree Walker-Lampley,
Sandy Hill, and Ernie Anastos (left, in
Times Square).

“We have this huge responsibility not -
to scare the pants off people,” explains
Carol Altieri, CBS’s v-p of program prac-
tices. She also ordered producers to
yank references to CBS News and the
CBS eye logo from the seript.

Congressman George E. Brown Jr.
(D-Cal.), who also appears as himself,
says an asteroid streaked past Earth just
a few months ago—“close enough to
scare the hell out of a lot of scientists.”
... Which is why executive producer David
Wolper has been doing everything he
“can to ruin the surprise before the movie
airs, “It’s only & television show, folks,”
Wolper says. “I'm not looking to give

anybodyaheartal:tack. -~—Ma1'kSchwed '

as a sensatlonalizatmn of unexplamed
events,” says host Bernsen. “It's a little
more mystical. To me, that's the fascinat-
ing part of life. That is the Twilight Zone,
that space between religion and science
that neither has an answer for.”

In pursuing stories of UFO encounters,
alien abductions, and interventions by
guardian angels, Sightings adheres to a
glossy approach that emulates a news pro-

. gram. But is it journalism?

“I'm not going to say this is hard-core
Jjournalism like that practiced at city hall
or covering national politics,” says Tim
White, the Emmy-winning news anchor
who hosts Sightings. “It is an effort to iell
a story as honestly and as thoroughly as
possible, while recognizing that many of
these things ecan't be proven to people's
satisfaction—at least at the moment.”

White understands the skeptics. “My
first reaction was, ‘I'm in the news busi-
ness—little green men aren't for me,’” he
recalls. “But over time, I've gone from cyni-
cismi to skepticism.”
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playing myself, and I can’t even wink at
the audience and let them know I'm

pulling their leg,” says Vanocur, who'll be -
Jjoined by news vets Bree Walker-Lampley, -

Sandy Hill, and Ernie Anastos (Jeft, in
Times Square). _

“We have this huge responsibility not
to scare the pants off people,” explains
Carol Altieri, CBS's v-p of program prac-
tices. She also ordered producers to
yank references to CBS News and the
CBS eye logo from the script.

Congressman George E. Brown Jr.
(D-Cal.), who also appears as himself,
says an asteroid streaked past Earth just
a few months ago—-“ciose enough to
scare the hell out of a lot of scientists.”

. Which is why executive producer David
Wolper has been doing everything he

can to ruin the surprise before the movie
airs, “It's only a television show, folks,”
Wolper says. “I'm not looking to give
anybody a heart attack.” —Mark Schwed

as a sensationalization of unexplained

‘events,” says host Bernsen. “It's a little:
more mystlcal. ‘To me, that's the fasecinat-

ing part of life. That is the Twilight Zone,

that space between religion and science
_-that neither has an answer for.”

In pursuing stories of UFQ encounters,
alien abductions, and inferventions by
guardian angels, Sightings adheres {0 a
glossy approach that emulates a news pro-
gram. But is it journalism?

- “I'm not going to say this is hard-core - |
_,]oumahsm like that practiced at city hall -
“or covering national politics,” says Tim - 8

White, the Emmy-winning news anchor

who hosts Sightings. “It is an effort to tell - S
a story as honestly and as thoroughly as B
possible, while recogriizing that many of -

: these things can’t be proven 1o people’s [§
- satisfaction—at least at the moment.” -
White understands the skeptics. “My

first reaction was, ‘Tm in the news busi-
ness—little green men aren't for me,’ " he
recalls. “But over time, I've gone from cyni-
cism to skepticism.”

- #

‘nessed this young man going through
. White says. “I'm not prepared to say that

“he was having psychosomatic welts. But

- reality—is absolutely valid, bui becauseit’s

| on PBS examined 19th-century spiritualism.

"He cites the “Heartland GhoSt".sto'ry, .
a topic the show revisits next weelk. “I wit-'

some remarkabie physical phenomenon,”
he was being attacked by ghosts, or that

I've never seen anything like it.”

Neither have rost people, which riakes
the new reality shows’ task—chronicling
the unexplained in a credible fashion—an
uphill battle. “We're looking for truth, and
it’s difficult to find,” admits Encounters
host John Marshall. “We have alot of bright
people who attack this with the same stan-
dards...as the conventional newsroom or
newsmagazine staff. We don't want to do
anything to hurt our credibility.”

In his role on the Why We Watch spots,
Miller uses humor to explain the messages
of programs that parents allow their chil-.
dren to view. So what's the message of !/ i—-%-
Miller's The Other Side? “That people’s
mnstinet—that there is more to existence .
than what they experience in their physical - -

such uncharted territory, there’s a lot of
nonsense rmxed in thh that. -+

Spirited message: “The American Experience”

" ms




What's it alf about? Dionne Warwiék hosts the infomercial
for the popular “Psychic Fnends Network -

Miller, whose credenaals asa hcensed
psychotheraplst Baptist minister, and

stand-up comic seem ideal for hosting The -

'Other Side, says the skepticistn he brings is

- important. “As an ordained minister, { cer- -

tainly believe in dimensions of reality be-
yond what we experience here,” he says,

“but a lot of this stuff is playing on peo-
ple’s fears. We're going to try to investi--
gate what's worth pursuing and what's a -
rip-off.” One early episode was devoted to .

“Confessions of Phony Psychics.”

It’s just that lack of evidence that leads -

to the most puzzling question of all: What
is going on now that so many people are

wilting to believe in things for which there

is no proof? “People are worried about Ar-

~erican life,” Miller argues. “There seems’

to be more sadness, tragedy, chaos, and

-violence, and it's very natural that people'

- would be eagerly seeking signs of hope.”

Bemisen believes the phenomenon has to .

do with the calendar. “We're crossing into
'anewnullemuumA!lofu.s‘are trying to
figure things out.” '

Skeptics say such shows are pander—
ing to an age-old anti-science impulse.
Media critic Todd Gitlin, a University of
California at Berkeley sociclogist, says,
“Throughout the last three centuries, as
science has become the prevailing way

’
A T

| “growing. When it is labeled nonfiction;— [
‘that only aggravates the situation.”

~wrong with their presentation of the para- -
_normal. Just because there isno hard evi- -
.dence, they argue, the fact that there are .

‘so many people claiming to have experi- - -

-after life or remca.matlon, you're instant- .
'ly skeptical,” says John Cosgrove, co-ex-
_ecutive producer of Unsolved Mysteries.
*Yet when you meet people who are not, :

- to diminish. 'I‘hey re clearly not lying, so
-what else is going on?...The audience is

j¢ through which truth is assessed,
Sthere’s been an undertone of
B : popular reluctance Lo believe
. ,§ what science has to say. People
& desire to imagine the world dif-
; ferently. I think this is a built-in
¥: feature of modern civilization.
} What's new is there's so much
W more television to carry it.”
“Information poilution” is
what concerns Ray Hyman, a
University of Oregon psycholo-
gy professor and member of
the Committee for the Scientific
Claims of the Paranormal. “As
inforimation becomes more and
more available, not only is it
hard to digest, but the ratio of
bad to good informaticn keeps

- Producers deny that there is anything

ences makes it a legitimate area of in- "
quiry. “When you look into stories of life

bizarre wackos, who are regular, ordinary -
people, that sense of skepticism begms_ _

mbelhgenc enough to weigh both sides of
the story.”

Bernsen's answer to the skeptics is ac-
tually a question, one that humankind has
been pondering since time immemorial:
“I always ask, ‘Where did it begin, and
where does it end? But just look in the sky
and tell me where it ends. When you can
give me a reasonable answer, then I'll
stop wondering."

So will we all—soothsayers and nay-
sayers alike. Il
Mavk Nollinger is o freelance writer based in
Southern California.

SURGEON GENERAL'S WAR!
Causes Lung Cancer, He
Emphysema, And May Comgpli
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CHRISTIAN JAY OF LIFE-886/56

23- Just as science, math (e.g., calculus), law,
business, law enforcement, medicine, the military,
engineering have their unique vocabularies, such
is also true for theology.

24- Tt is a piece of arrogance to criticize a pastor for
using technical words. In effect, such a critic is
proclaiming himself ignorant and that he wishes
to remain so.

25- If a pastor can preach only on the basis of his
parishioners’ current level of understanding,
then he can never teach them anything.

26- If he prepares his lessons so as to never go
beyond the intelligence of his congregation’s least
informed person, then no one in the entire church
will ever grow spiritually.

27-A hunger for the Word causes the positive
believer to look on things which he does not
understand as a challenge to intensify his study,
not as an excuse to quit and then criticize the
pastor for being “too academic.”

28- For the believer, human IQ is no handicap. The
filling of the Holy Spirit takes up the slack.

- F/HS + HulQ = SplQ + GAP = PSDs/CWL

29- What distracts a believer from using these assets
to achieve reachable goals is arrogance.

30- As one can become skillful in using his spiritual
assets, so also one can become skillful in using
cosmic assets.

31- Arrogance is one of the major complexes which is
energized by the old sin nature. Here is the
thought process of the reversionist who is skillful
in using arrogant assets:.



CHRISTIAN IWAY OF LIFE-886/57

- He usually begins by becoming self-righteously
indignant about some real or imagined wrong done to
him. This usually results in a personal crusade. This
does not necessarily mean that he joins a special
interest group. He can take up a one-man crusade
whose special interest is self and self alone. In this he
always justifies self. Self-justification is the first
skill developed in the arrogance complex of sins.

If the believer feels he is justified in his attitudes,
opinions, and actions then he develops the mind-set
that he is right while everyone else is wrong. This is
divorcement from reality and results in self-deception.
Self-deception is the second skill developed from the
arrogance complex of sins.

Once self-deception occurs the believer becomes overly
preoccupied with self and this causes self-absorption.
Self-absorption results in the attitude that one’s
own thoughts, activities, and interests are more
important than anyone else’s.

From this rationale comes the development of what is
called human self-esteem. Most of what is taught
today as self-esteem is nothing more than teaching
children that they need no correction, they are never
wrong, and their choices are always best. Nothing
could be more arrogant. When these children grow
up they enter adult life as sociopaths. They do not
associate themselves with society and its laws. They
believe that punishment for wrongdoing is an
injustice since they believe nothing they do could
possibly be wrong. The end result of such self-
centeredness is the inability to show any sensitivity
for the interests of others.

The hostility which accompanies this mental attitude
is expressed by our Lord in:
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Matthew 10:21 -  “Brother will deliver up
brother to death, and a father his child;
and the children will rise up against parents,
and cause them 1o be put 1o death.”

Or this passage from:

Mark 7:21 - “For from within, out of the
streams of consciousness of men proceed
evil thoughts, sexual immorality, thefts,
murders, adulteries,

v22- “deeds of coveting and
wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality,
evil, slander, arrogance, and foolishness.”

32- What overrides all this is submission to the
command of our verse: “But keep on growing ...”

33- The environment in which this growth is to occur
is stated next in a prepositional phrase:

’ev plus the locative of sphere from the noun: -

XOPLS - “in the sphere of grace” -

Our verse now reads: “Keep on growing in the sphere of
grace ...”

Let’s pause here and take a look at the Doctrine of Grace as
it pertains to the spiritual growth of the believer.

E-jo i3 B

e //7,7 - - 13 ) . .
2% - _ A 7172 The Doctrine of Grace
‘! : 1- - Grace is the policy of God in providing everything

necessary for the believer to execute God's plan,
purpose, and will.
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